Cutaneous immunofluorescence in primary biliary cirrhosis.
Biopsy specimens of normal skin of 11 patients with primary biliary cirrhosis were studied by immunofluorescence for immunoglobulin and complement deposition. Of the 11 patients, seven had positive immunofluorescent staining, primarily in a granular pattern either at the basement membrane zone or around the blood vessels or in both locations. The principal immunoglobulin noted was IgM, which, in six of the seven patients, was seen at the basement membrane zone or around the vessels (or both). Deposition with C3, fibrin, IgA, and IgG was seen less frequently. In this series of patients, cutaneous lesions included discoid lupus erythematosus, lichen planus, vitiligo, chronic bullous lesions of the legs, and scleroderma. Non-organ-specific immunologic markers in this group included elevated levels of IgG, IgM, and IgA, antinuclear antibodies, anti-nDNA, rheumatoid factor, antimitochondrial antibodies, smooth-muscle antibodies, and circulating immune complexes. We wish to add cutaneous immunofluorescence as an additional immunologic marker for primary biliary cirrhosis.